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TAYLORS FALLS CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

MONDAY, JULY 14, 2014 – 7:00 P.M. 
 

MINUTES 

  

The Agenda for this Meeting was posted Wednesday, July 9, 2014 at City Hall, the Post Office and on 

the City’s Web Site.  Copies were e-mailed to residents requesting such, and the Press was notified. 
   

The Taylors Falls City Council met for a regular meeting on Monday, July 14, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in 

Council Chambers at City Hall, 637 First Street, Taylors Falls, Minnesota.  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Mike Buchite. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

All those present at the meeting recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mike Buchite, Ross Rivard, Larry Julik-Heine, John Tangen, Mary Jo Murphy  

MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

OTHERS PRESENT: Jo Everson, Clerk-Treasurer and reporter Greg Marsten 

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

MOTION BY RIVARD/JULIK-HEINE TO APPROVE THE AGENDA, AS PRESENTED, FOR THE JULY 14, 
2014 TAYLORS FALLS CITY COUNCIL MEETING.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

  

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA 

MOTION BY MURPHY/TANGEN TO APPROVE/ACCEPT THE FOLLOWING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 

MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON JUNE 9, 2014; STAFF REPORTS; 
COMMISSION/BOARD OR COMMITTEE MINUTES/ REPORTS; CONSIDER RESOLUTION 14-07-01 

APPOINTING 2014 ELECTION JUDGES; CONSIDER FINAL PAY REQUEST TO DRESEL 

CONTRACTING; CONSIDER RESOLUTION 14-07-03 ACCEPTING A DONATION FROM FRIENDS OF 

PARKS; AUTHORIZE SIGNATURES ON ENVIRONMENTAL WORKSHEET FOR SWEDISH IMMIGRANT 

TRAIL; APPROVAL OF CLAIMS & PAYROLL; CORRESPONDENCE.  MOTION CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

PUBLIC FORUM 

None. 

 

STAFF REPORTS & REQUESTS  

ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 
THE CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTED BY CONSENT AGENDA THE JULY 2014 FINANCIAL REPORTS 

PRESENTED BY CLERK-TREASURER JO EVERSON. 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTED BY CONSENT AGENDA COORDINATOR-ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

ADAM BERKLUND’S JULY 2014 REPORT.  
 

CHISAGO COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 

THE CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTED BY CONSENT AGENDA SERGEANT SHANE CARROLL’S JULY 2014 

CHISAGO COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT REPORTS. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
THE CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTED BY CONSENT AGENDA PUBLIC WORKS SUPERINTENDENT MIKE 

KRIZ’S JULY 2014 PUBLIC WORKS REPORT. 
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CITY ATTORNEY 

THE CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTED BY CONSENT AGENDA THE JUNE 2014 BILLING STATEMENTS 

FROM THE CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE OF KELLY AND LEMMONS, P.A. 
 

COMMISSION, BOARD OR COMMITTEE MINUTES/REPORTS 

LIBRARY BOARD 

THE CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTED BY CONSENT AGENDA THE MINUTES OF THE TAYLORS FALLS 

LIBRARY BOARD MEETING HELD ON JUNE 25, 2014. 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

THE CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTED BY CONSENT AGENDA THE MINUTES OF THE TAYLORS FALLS 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MEETING HELD ON MAY 20, 2014. 

 

HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
THE CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTED BY CONSENT AGENDA THE MINUTES OF THE TAYLORS FALLS 

HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD ON MAY 14, 2014. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

CONSIDER AGREEMENT WITH WILLIAM WEBER OF WEBER COMMUNITY PLANNING 

William (Bill) Weber was the consulting Planner for several City project in past years such as review of 
the new Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance, and Granite Ledge Development. The proposed 

assisted living facility project “The Lodge at Taylors Falls” is ready to submit the project application; 

therefore the services of a Planner will be needed to represent the City. 

 

MOTION BY JULIK-HEINE/RIVARD TO APPROVE THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN WEBER 

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND THE CITY OF TAYLORS FALLS, TO PROVIDE PLANNING SERVICES BY 
PLANNER CONSULTANT BILL WEBER FOR “THE LODGE AT TAYLORS FALLS” ASSISTED LIVING 

FACILITY PROJECT, TO BE LOCACTED ON +/- TEN ACRES JUST NORTH OF CANEDAY COURT AND 

WEST OF MULBERRY STREET.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (on file)  

 

CONSIDER LETTER OF SUPPORT AND ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION 14-07-02, FOR THE 
RETENTION OF SOUTH CHISAGO COUNTY CONGREGATE DINING SERVICES 

At the Council’s last meeting, Chisago County Commissioner Rick Greene requested the City support 

retaining a congregate dining site in south Chisago County.  When the Swedish Inn was sold the new 

owners decided to end their contract with Catholic Charities, who subsidizes meals for senior citizens 

at a local restaurant who participates in the program.  Catholic Charities is the regional administrator 

under a grant/contract with the Central Minnesota Council on Aging who administers the program. 
The only restaurant participating at this time is located in North Branch.  The proposed letter and 

resolution are similar to those that Greene presented to the County Board for approval at their 

meeting.  It requests that a congregate dining site (restaurant) remain in southern Chisago County, so 

that the senior citizens do not have to drive to North Branch every day. 

 

MOTION BY MURPHY/TANGEN TO APPROVE THE LETTER, AS WRITTEN, TO THE CENTRAL 
MINNESOTA COUNCIL ON AGING; AND FURTHER TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 14-07-02 EXPRESSING 

SUPPORT FOR THE RETENTION AND CONTINUATION OF CONGREGATE DINING SERVICES IN 

SOUTH CHISAGO COUNTY.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (attached) 

 

CONSIDER ACQUISITION OF TAX FORFEITED LAND 
The City was notified by the Chisago County Auditor Dennis Freed that a parcel of property located on 

River Street, just east of platted Maple Street (R20.00175.00), has been listed as tax forfeited to the 

State of Minnesota for non-payment of property taxes.  Minnesota Statute requires the City to: 
 

1. Approve the parcel for public auction; or 
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2. Approve the parcel for auction to adjoining property owners (Dick Herold & Aaron Valleen); or 

3. Conveyance to the City for purchase for appraised value of $6,700.00; or 

4. Conveyance to the City for public use, by a Conditional Use Deed. 
 

There is approximately 16’ of relatively level area on the parcel, the remaining area is bluff line, and is 

unbuildable.  Council discussed if there would be benefit to the City to convey the property for public 

use.  It was suggested the a portion of the property be mowed, picnic table(s) installed, and the bluff 

minimally grubbed so that the river is partially viewable.    
 

CM Rivard expressed concerns that it is difficult for the City to maintain its existing parks, both 

physically and financially, and questioned if the City could afford more parks, regardless if the 

acquisition were free to the City.  CM Tangen disagreed stating that it would be a minimal investment, 

and CM Murphy agreed stating that it could be a win-win situation.  The Mayor also expressed 

concern with the cost of maintenance, however, thought the parcel would be beneficial if the 
RiverWalk Trail ever were to extend north on River Street.  

 

In order to convey the property for public use, the City must submit an application for a Conditional 

Use Deed from the MN Dept of Revenue with a $250.00 fee. Any action taken by the Council must be 

approved by Resolution. 
 

MOTION BY MURPHY/JULIK-HEINE TO TABLE ACTION ON THE ACQUISITION OF THE TAX 

FORFEITED PARCEL (R20.00175.00) UNTIL THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING (EITHER JULY 28TH OR 

AUGUST 11TH) IN ORDER FOR THE COUNCIL TO ADOPT AN APPROVING RESOLUTION.  MOTION 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
CONSIDER REPAIRS TO FIRE DEPARTMENT’S 6x6 RANGER 

CM Mary Murphy, Liaison to the Fire Department, reported that the transmission had recently gone 

out on the Fire Department’s 2005 6x6 Ranger.  The cost for the repairs, and a complete service on the 

vehicle, is expected to cost $2,972.01 by Frontier Ag & Turf, Osceola, Wisconsin. 

 
MOTION BY JULIK-HEINE/MURPHY TO AUTHORIZE THE REPAIRS OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT’S 

2005 6x6 RANGER AT A COST OF $2,974.00 AT FRONTIER AG & TURF, OSCEOLA, WISCONSIN, TO 

BE PAID FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT REPAIRS BUDGET (42260-404).  MOTION 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

CONSIDER BIDS FOR THE WEST STREET GULLY RESTORATION PROJECT 
On June 9th the Council authorized staff to solicit bids for the joint West Street Ditch Project with 

Chisago County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD), the Taylors Falls Elementary School, and 

the City of Taylors Falls.  Of the ten bids that were sent out, only two responded, with J&S General 

Contracting from Osceola, Wisconsin bidding $15,380.00. The SWCD Board approved the bid for the 

project at their meeting on July 8th.   

 
CM Rivard expressed concern that routine street maintenance and snow plowing may cause problems 

with the gully/project area, requiring future repair costs that the City must pay for.  CM Julik-Heine 

responded by explaining that there will be a Maintenance Contract with the property owner who is 

responsible for the gully maintenance, including replacement of the plants. 

 
MOTION BY JULIK-HEINE/TANGEN TO APPROVE THE $15,380.00 BID FROM J&S GENERAL 

CONTRACTING FROM OSCEOLA, WISCONSIN, TO COMPLETE THE TAYLORS FALLS ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL/WEST STREET GULLY RESTORATION PROJECT.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Prior to start of the project, the Elementary School and the property owner at 536 West Street must 

sign off on the Group Project Addendum, which would allow the work to take place on their individual 
properties.   Also, as a requirement of the project the City must pay the contractor for his services and 

then SWCD Board will reimburse the City (just as it was in the 2013 gully project). 
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CONSIDER 2014 WALNUT STREET IMPROVEMENTS 

The proposed street improvement project for 2014 is paving approximately 1,200 feet of Walnut Street, 

from Chestnut Street to West Street.  CM Rivard explained that the City paved Maple Street in 2012 
$10,000.00 less than the lowest bid submitted for Walnut Street due to the increased costs of oil.  The 

City may need to look at the amount budgeted for street improvements each year and adjust them 

accordingly. 

 

According to Clerk-Treasurer Jo Everson, there currently is $78,520.98 in the fund, which has 
additional monies available from 2013 because Ravine and Government Street projects were not 

completed as planned. 

 

MOTION BY RIVARD/JULIK-HEINE TO AWARD THE BID FOR PAVING THE 1,200 FEET OF WALNUT 

STREET, FROM CHESTNUT STREET TO WEST STREET TO PREFER PAVING & READY-MIX, INC. AT 

A COST OF $57,850.00, TO BE PAID FROM THE STREET IMPROVEMENT FUND (650), CONDITIONAL 
UPON RECEIPT OF A CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE NAMING THE CITY AS ADDITIONALLY 

INSURED.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

CONSIDER COSTS TO INSTALL ELECTRICAL METER 

When the new street lights were installed along the northeast City lot on Bench Street (the former 
MnDOT property) they were hooked up direct to the electrical power.  Xcel Energy recently notified the 

City that these lights must be metered.   

 

MOTION BY MURPHY/RIVARD TO APPROVE THE ESTIMATE FROM ANDRIE ELECTRIC, FROM 

DRESSER, WISCONSIN AT A COST OF $1,450.00 TO INSTALL METER SOCKETS FOR THE STREET 

LIGHTS AND RECEPTACLES ALONG THE BENCH STREET CITY LOT ON THE NORTH END OF THE 
CITY.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

CONSIDER REPAIRS TO PUMPS AT LIFTSTATION #1 

Public Works Superintendent Mike Kriz reported that the #1 liftstation located near the St. Croix 

River, had the motors and pumps replaced on the A side in 2013, now other side (B) is paper thin and 
needs to be replaced.  Of the four companies that inspected the pumps, only two submitted a quote, 

with General Repair submitting the lowest quote. 

 

MOTION BY JULIK-HEINE/RIVARD TO APPROVE THE QUOTE FROM GENERAL REPAIR SERVICE, 

VADNAIS HEIGHTS, MINNESOTA, TO REMOVE AND REPLACE THE SIDE B SIDE OF THE EXISTING 

PUMPS AT LIFTSTATION #1, LOCATED ON FIRST STREET, AT A COST OF $33,920.00, TO BE PAID 
FROM THE SEWER FUND (602).  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

CM Rivard indicated that the new pumps should last approximately ten years before they will need to 

be replaced again. 

 

CONSIDER BIDS FOR THE UPDATE OF THE ANGEL HILL NATIONAL REGISTER  
The City was awarded a $10,000 grant from the Arts & Cultural Heritage Fund through the Minnesota 

Historical Society to update the existing National Register Nomination for the Angel Hill Historic 

District that was first submitted in 1972.  At the June 9th Council Meeting staff was authorized to 

solicit bids for this project, and three were received.  Two of the three bids were identical; one was 

located in Shafer, Minnesota and the other from Winona, Minnesota; and both are fully qualified to do 
the work with multiple successful nominations approved.  The Council was inclined to award the bid 

to the local company. 

 

MOTION BY MURPHY/JULIK-HEINE TO APPROVE THE PROPOSAL FROM TWO PINES RESOURCE 

GROUP FROM SHAFER, MINNESOTA, FOR THE UPDATING OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF 

HISTORIC PLACES NOMIMATION FORM FOR THE ANGEL HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT IN TAYLORS 
FALLS, AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $10,000 (WHICH WILL BE PAID BY $10,000 GRANT FROM THE 

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY FOR THIS PURPOSE).  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

CM Julik-Heine questioned how this project benefits the City.  CM Tangen explained that it will define 



City Council Meeting 
July 14, 2014 

Page 5 of 6 
 

 

the boundary lines of the District, which provides protection to its properties and guarantees that the 

properties remain historic.   

 
CONSIDER DATES FOR BUDGET WORKSHOPS 

MOTION BY TANGEN/RIVARD TO SET THE FOLLOWING DATES AS COUNCIL WORKSHOPS TO 

COMPLETE THE 2015 BUDGET.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

August 6th >Preliminary Discussion:  General Discussion on Capital Improvements, New Revenues, 
New Expenditures, Attorney Expenses, Street Improvements, Review of 2015 Debt Service Payments. 
 

August 13th >Employee Benefits (pay raises, insurance benefits, personnel policy changes, etc) 
 

August 20th >Review of Budgets for Fire, Administration, Buildings, Commissions, Public Works, 

Water & Sewer.   
 

August 24th >First Draft of Proposed 2015 Budget 
 

September 4rd >Final Draft of Proposed 2015 Budget 
 

September 8th >Council Approve (or call for Special Council Meeting on or Before September 15th) 

 
SET DATE TO CANVASS ELECTION RESULTS 

Minnesota Statute §205.185, Subd 3 requires that the governing body of a City must meet as a 

canvassing board for its local election between the third day and the tenth day following the election. 

The Taylors Falls Council will meet on Tuesday, November 11th (due to the Veteran’s Day holiday on 

Monday), which is within that timeframe. 
 

MOTION BY RIVARD/JULIK-HEINE TO SET THE DATE OF TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2014, 

BEGINNING AT 7:00 P.M. TO CANVASS THE NOVEMBER 4, 2014 TAYLORS FALLS ELECTION 

RESULTS.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

CONSIDER RESOLUTION 14-07-01 APPOINTING 2014 ELECTION WORKERS 
THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPTED BY CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTION 14-07-01 APPOINTING 

ELECTION JUDGES FOR THE 2014 ELECTIONS.  (attached) 

 

CONSIDER FINAL PAY REQUEST TO DRESEL CONTRACTING 

THE CITY COUNCI APPROVED BY CONSENT AGENDA PAYMENT OF $2,346.42 TO DRESEL 
CONTRACTING AS THE FINAL LPAY REQUEST FOR THE BUSINESS PARK IMPROVEMENTS (558-

500) 

 

CONSIDER RESOLUTION 14-07-03 ACCEPTING A DONATION 

The Wannigan Days BINGO was hosted by the Friends of TF Parks and Recreation, and netted $709 

after expenses.  They donated the money to the City with the stipulation it is to be used towards 
improvements to the Cherry Hill City Park. 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPTED BY CONSENT AGENDA RESOLTION 14-07-03 ACCEPTING A 

DONATION FROM THE FRIENDS OF TAYLORS FALLS PARKS AND RECREATION.  (attached) 

 
CONSIDER ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT STATEMENT FOR SWEDISH IMMIGRANT TRAIL 

One of the required documentations for grant related projects is to have an Environmental Assessment 

done.  This type of review looks at disruptions or changes to certain environmental issue, ie: 

accessibility, air quality, construction impacts, erosion, wetlands, land use, soil, vegetation and 

wildlife, plus many more.  It is a way of balancing benefits versus detriments of each individual 

project. 
 

Chisago County Park Director Laird Mork has completed the application and signed it on behalf of 

Chisago County.  Since the City is a partner in the project, Staff recommended that it sign the 

document agreeing that the project creates no undue environmental impact and that there are no 

prudent and feasible alternative to the project. 
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THE CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZED BY CONSENT AGENDA THE SIGNATURES OF MAYOR BUCHITE 

AND CLERK EVERSON ON THE SWEDISH IMMIGRANT TRAIL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

STATEMENT SIGNATURE PAGES.  (on file) 
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS & PAYROLL 

THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVED BY CONSENT AGENDA THE PAYMENT OF CHECK NUMBERS 25840 

– 25887 TOTALLING $131,099.76 IN JULY EXPENDITURES, AND CHECK NUMBERS 6495 - 65026 

TOTALLING $10,546.40 FOR JUNE PAYROLL. 
 

LIAISON OR COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS 

Mary Murphy reported that she is still waiting for Shafer Township to respond to the amendments to 

the 2014 Fire Contract that they requested. 

 

Larry Julik-Heine reported that the PRC is formulating a game plan for certain improvements to the 
Cherry Hill Park pavilion by a local contractor.  The Friends donated +$700 from their BINGO 

proceeds to the City for the Cherry Hill Park. 

 

Mayor Mike Buchite thanked the City Council for their participation in the recent Wannigan Days.  

He reported that MnDOT may be conducting a traffic study on Highway 95/Bench Street beginning 
sometime this week.  He also reported that North Branch continues to pursue Superior Silica Sand to 

purchase property in their business park.** The Chisago County HRA/EDA, who has a financial 

interest in this Park, has taken the position that they oppose the venture. The Chisago County Board 

of Commissioners has not taken a stand on the issue. The Mayor indicated that there is still 

discussion occurring about a possible plan for a Truck Alternate Route (formerly referred to Taylors 

Falls By-Pass).   
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL ACKNOWLEDGED BY CONSENT AGENDA THE FOLLOWING CORRESPON-

DENCE PROVIDED IN THE JULY 14, 2014 CITY COUNCIL MEETING PACKET: 
 

1. CORRESPONDENCE FROM GERONIMO ENERGY, RE: SOLAR PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

2. CORRESPONDENCE FROM XCEL ENERGY, RE: SERVICE CREDIT 
3. CORRESPONDENCE FROM REPRESENTATIVE ERIN MURPHY, RE: CONGRATS ON MN 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY GRANT 

4. NOTICE FROM ECRDC, RE: BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

5. CORRESPONDENCE FROM HEARTLAND EXPRESS, RE: INVITATION TO SERVE ON 

TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF CHISAGO – ISANTI COUNTIES 
6. CORRESPONDENCE FROM ST. CROIX VALLEY FOUNDATION, RE: UPDATE ON ST. CROIX 

HERITAGE INITIATIVE 

7. STAFF CORRESPONDENCE & EMAIL’S 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION BY JULIK-HEINE/MURPHY TO ADJOURN THE MEETING OF THE TAYLORS FALLS CITY 
COUNCIL HELD THIS JULY 14, 2014.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

Being no further business to come before the Council, the Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

  
_____________________________________  ________________________________________ 

Michael D. Buchite, Mayor         Jo Everson, Clerk-Treasurer 
 

 

APPROVED:  AUGUST 11, 2014 

 

** On Tuesday morning, July 15th, the City received e-mail correspondence from the City of North 
Branch informing the Mayor that they had received a letter on July 9th from Superior Silica Sand 
stating that “they want to move forward with the project in North Branch”. 



RESOLUTION 14-07-01 
 

CITY OF TAYLORS FALLS 
CHISAGO COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING ELECTION JUDGES FOR THE AUGUST 12, 2014 
PRIMARY ELECTION & NOVEMBER 4, 2014 GENERAL ELECTION 

 
 
WHEREAS, a State Primary Election will be held on August 12, 2014; and 
 
WHEREAS, a General Election will be held on November 4, 2014; and 
 
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 204B.21, Subd. 2, requires Election Judges for precincts in 
a municipality be appointed by the governing body of the municipality; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Taylors Falls has but one precinct; and 
 
WHEREAS, the following Taylors Falls residents have applied to serve as election judges 
and meet the qualifications established by the State of Minnesota. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Taylors Falls City Council, in accordance 
with State Law, hereby appoints the following persons to serve as Election Judges for the 
2014 elections in Taylors Falls, and further approves payment of an hourly wage at $9.50 
during training and time served on Election Day. 
 

Barb Anderson 
Gene Andersen 
Linda Carlson 
Fay Caneday 
Eleanor Collins 
Marilyn Dahlberg 
Jan Globensky 

Steve Gall  
Diana Gall 
Lesli Johnson 
Barbara Nelson 
Jackie Nelson 
Ron Schoorr 
Deb Stein 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City Clerk-Treasurer Jo Everson 
shall serve as the Head Election Judge, and in the event an appointed Judge is unable to 
serve, is hereby authorized to find a substitute Judge of the same political party for the 
Judge who cannot serve. 
 
APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL THIS 14th OF JULY, 2014 

 

________________________________________ 

Michael D. Buchite, Mayor 

 
 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________________ 

Jo Everson, Clerk-Treasurer 

 



ELECTION JUDGE SCHEDULE 
 
 
 

 
 
** Jackie Nelsen will serve as alternate in the event someone is not able to work. 

JUDGE 
 

POSITION SHIFT 

Barb Anderson Pre-Registration Judge 6:30 am – 1:30 pm 

Linda Carlson Roster Judge 6:30 am – 1:30 pm 

Barbara Nelson Roster Judge 6:30 am – 1:30 pm 

Eleanor Collins Demonstrator Judge 6:30 am – 1:30 pm 

Steve Gall Ballot Judge 6:30 am – 1:30 pm 

Gene Andersen Tabulator Judge 6:30 am – 1:30 pm 

   

Jan Globensky Pre-Registration Judge 1:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

Deb Stein Roster Judge 1:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

Fay Caneday Roster Judge 1:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

Ron Schorr Demonstrator Judge 1:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

Diana Gall 8-12 
Marilyn Dahlberg 11/4 

Ballot Judge 1:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

Lesli Johnson  Tabulator Judge 1:30 pm – 8:30 pm 



Judge Responsibilities 
 

 

Pre-Registration Judge:  This Judge is the first point of contact for voters, and serves as the 
“greeter”.  It is her responsibility to determine if the voter has pre-registered.  If he/she has, 
they proceed to the Roster Judges.  If they must register, they will need to complete the 
registration form. (see more information on MN State Auditor’s web page: 
http://www.sos.state.mn.us )  If there is a backup of voters be sure you request help from the 
City Clerk (Head Judge). 
 
 
Roster Judge: There are two Roster Judges, one for A-K voters and another for L-Z voters. 
They first must number and initial each receipt. They must locate the voter’s name on the 
roster, determine if they are who the roster says they are, and show them where the voter 
should sign on the roster.  You may ask for identification.  Once the voter is registered by 
signing their name, the Judge will hand the voter the gold receipt that must then be given to 
the Demonstrator Judge.   
 
The Roster Judges are also responsible for monitoring what the voter # is on the tabulator 
and the # on the receipt to assure that the voting totals are balancing.  If there is a 
discrepancy, the Judges will need to determine how to remedy the situation. 
  
One of the Roster Judges (should be determined at start of shift) is responsible for 
maintaining the Incident Log should there be any issue that comes up during the shift.  More 
is better than less. Document any issue, whether minor or otherwise. 
 
 
The Demonstrator Judge and the Ballot Judge must initial each ballot prior to voting.  They 
are also responsible for pre-counting each pack of ballots so that blank ballots/voted ballots 
balance at night-end. 
 
Demonstrator Judge: This Judge must demonstrate to the voter how to complete the oval so 
that the vote is counted correctly.  This might seem like a mundane responsibility, however, it 
is required by Statute, and as such, the Judge must demonstrate how to vote by completing the 
oval to every voter. 
 
 
Ballot Judge:  This Judge must inform the voter what is on the ballot and give any special 
directions for that ballot to be voted upon.  For instance, at the primary election the voter is 
allowed to vote by political party ONLY.  If they have “crossed over” by voting for more than 
one political party (perhaps for a another office) the ballot will be rejected by the tabulator.   
 
 
Tabulator Judge:  This Judge is responsible for monitoring the tabulator machine and the 
auto-mark machine (handicap voting).  He/She should have a good knowledge of any 
potential error message that would not allow the machine to accept a completed ballot.  They 
also accept the returned pen and provide the “I Voted” sticker to the voter.  

http://www.sos.state.mn.us/


RESOLUTION 14-07-02 

 
CITY OF TAYLORS FALLS 

CHISAGO COUNTY 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 
EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE RETENTION AND CONTINUATION 
OF CONGREGATE DINING SERVICES IN SOUTH CHISAGO COUNTY 

 

 

WHEREAS, the current Congregate Dining program located in south Chisago County, 
which served over 500 meals in 2013 alone, is in a state of transition, due to business 
decisions made by the former provider and questions raised as to the program’s 
efficacy; and 

 
WHEREAS, the benefits of congregate dining are well documented and include 
providing a sense of community and connection among participating seniors; and  
 
WHEREAS, great conversation, engaging activities, and helpful discussions of issues 
relevant to seniors are held over a common dinner table, helping seniors utilize their 
minds and keeping them active; and 
 
WHEREAS, healthy, nutritious meals assist seniors who may otherwise suffer from 
malnutrition because of unbalanced or lack of available meals; and 
 
WHEREAS, congregate dining affords seniors a structured, daily activity to look 
forward to, provides for a greater sense of purpose and involvement on each other’s 
lives, and fosters positive and healthy relationships; and 
 
WHEREAS, the loss of local congregate dining services in south Chisago County will 
negatively impact a great number of senior residents who call the Chisago Lakes area 
their home.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Taylors Falls City Council that it hereby 
encourages the Central Minnesota Council on Aging and Catholic Charities to retain 
and continue congregate dining services in 2015 and beyond. 
 

APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL THIS 14th OF JULY, 2014 

 

________________________________________ 

Michael D. Buchite, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________________ 
Jo Everson, Clerk-Treasurer 
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July 14, 2014 
 

 

 

Members of the Board of Directors of the 

    Central Minnesota Council on Aging  

c/o Ms. Lori Vrolson, Executive Director 

1301 West Saint Germain Street, Suite 101 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 

 

RE: RETENTION OF SOUTH CHISAGO COUNTY CONGREGATE DINING 

 

Dear Ms. Vrolson & Members of the Central Minnesota Council on Aging Board of Directors; 
 

On behalf of the City Council of Taylors Falls, I am writing to you to express our support for retention 

and continuation of Congregate Dining services in south Chisago County [and convey to you a formal 

Resolution attesting to the same].   

 

While we understand the current program is in a state of transition, due to business decisions made 
by the former provider (Swedish Inn/Anthony’s), we would encourage the Council on Aging and 

Catholic Charities to solicit and retain a new congregate dining service provider for 2015 and beyond. 

 

The benefits of congregate dining are well documented: Shared meals provide a sense of community 

and connection among our participating seniors. Over a common dinner table are held great 
conversation, engaging activities, and helpful discussions of issues and topics relevant to seniors. 

Healthy, nutritious meals also aid seniors who may otherwise suffer from malnutrition because of 

unbalanced or lack of available meals. 

 

All of this activity helps seniors utilize their minds and keep them active. Congregate dining affords 

seniors a structured, daily activity to look forward to, provides for a greater sense of purpose and 
involvement on each other’s lives, and fosters positive and healthy relationships - decreasing stress 

and loneliness. Indeed, research shows that people are much more fulfilled when they are part of a 

group, and that socializing as little as 30 minutes per day increases brain health and cognitive ability.  

 

The emotional and physical benefits congregate dining provides have a real impact on the seniors who 
participate in them.  In 2013, over 500 congregate dining meals were served in south Chisago County.  

While such opportunity may remain available in North Branch, the loss of congregate dining services 

in south Chisago County will negatively impact a great number of senior residents who call the 

Chisago Lakes area their home.   

 

As such, the City Council of Taylors Falls encourages and supports the retention and continuation of 
Congregate Dining services in south Chisago County. 

 

Thank you for all of your efforts on behalf of our senior citizens and residents. 
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Board of Directors 

July 15, 2014 

 
 

 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Michael D. Buchite 

Mayor 
 
 
 

Attachment:  Resolution 2014-07-02 

 

 

 

 
 

C: Ms. Ruth Hunstiger, Director of Community Services 

 Catholic Charities of the Diocese of St. Cloud 
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Ms. Ruth Hunstiger 
Director of Community Services 
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of St. Cloud 
911 18th St N 
PO Box 2390 
St. Cloud, MN 56302 
 
Phone: 320.650.1550 
Phone: 800.830.8254 
Fax: 320.650.1528 
RHunstiger@gw.stcdio.org 
 
 
 
Members of the Board of Directors of the 
  Central Minnesota Council on Aging  
c/o Ms. Lori Vrolson, Executive Director 
1301 West Saint Germain Street, Suite 101 
St. Cloud, MN. 56301 
 
Phone 320.253.9349 
Fax 320.253.9576 
lori@cmcoa.org 
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RESOLUTION 14-07-03 
 

CITY OF TAYLORS FALLS 

CHISAGO COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

 
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A DONATION FROM THE 

FRIENDS OF TAYLORS FALLS PARKS & RECREATION 

 

 

WHEREAS The City of Taylors Falls is generally authorized to accept contributions of 
real and personal property pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §412.21 and §465.03 for 
the benefit of its citizens; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Taylors Falls has received a donation in the amount of $709.00  
from the Friends of Taylors Falls Parks & Recreation, who have requested that said 
donation be used towards expenses relating to the Cherry Hill Park. 
  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF TAYLORS FALLS, 
MINNESOTA that it hereby acknowledges and accepts the $709.00 donation from the 
Friends of Taylors Falls Parks & Recreation. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: the City Council of the City of Taylors Falls 
expresses its thanks and appreciation for said donation towards the improvements of 
parks within the City, and shall hereby direct that the monies be deposited in the 
Cherry Hill Park Improvement Fund (402). 

 

 

Adopted on July 14, 2014 

 
 
________________________________________ 
Michael D. Buchite, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 

 
________________________________________ 
Jo Everson, Clerk-Treasurer 
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